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England, while the reformed Parliament soon decided that it would provide no additional grants of public money for the Church.
Leaders of the Church of England responded vigorously to the new political order.
During the 1830s, the Church adopted a series of reforms, aimed at strengthening its pastoral ministry, eliminating pluralism and sinecures, and building new churches and schools. A key figure in the reform movement was Charles James Blomfield, the High Church bishop of London, who initiated a church building programme in the capital that was soon emulated across the country, with hundreds of new Anglican churches erected by voluntary donations.
The 1830s also witnessed the beginnings of what Arthur Burns has termed the 'diocesan revival', by which a new breed of energetic and talented bishops, among them Blomfield and Samuel Wilberforce of Oxford, became more regular in their visitations, improved discipline and pastoral care among their diocesan clergy, revived rural deaneries, and established diocesan societies for church building, school building, and support of overseas missions. 3 Another expression of Anglican renewal was the Oxford, or Tractarian Movement, which aimed at recovering a sense of the Church of England as a branch of the ancient catholic and apostolic church. The Oxford divines emphasised the authority of the bishops, the disciplined Christian life, and the spiritual independence of the Church of England from state control.
There was also a new zeal among Anglican Evangelicals, with many embracing millenarianism and the study of biblical prophecy, alongside the older Evangelical emphases on the atonement, conversion, and social activism.
The spirit of Anglican renewal found expression in 1841 in three initiatives linked to the expanding British Empire. First, there was the Niger expedition, intended to warships by the later 1830s, the Squadron was largely ineffective against the faster slave ships and managed to intercept only about ten per cent of the human cargoes. The slaves that British warships did recapture were landed at the British colony of Sierra Leone, where many found their way into one of the colony's Anglican churches. But there was consternation among British Christians over the continuing slave trade and the small numbers being rescued.
The Evangelical Anglican, Thomas Fowell Buxton, was successor to Wilberforce as parliamentary leader of the anti-slavery movement. During the 1830s, Buxton developed a plan to eradicate the slave trade at its source, by ending the tribal warfare and anarchic conditions in the African interior that led to the capture of slaves. Buxton's plan involved developing settled agriculture in the African interior, including palm oil and cotton farms, which would provide alternative occupations to tribal warfare and human trafficking. The Niger River and its tributaries would form a great artery for peaceful trade. Along its banks there would be farming villages, with churches and schools for the spread of Christianity and civilization. 'It is', Buxton famously asserted, 'the Bible and the plough that must regenerate Africa'. 4 He enlisted the support of leading public figures, including Prince Albert, and funds were raised for an expedition up the Niger River, to map its course and set up model farms.
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In April 1841, the expedition, including missionaries, scientists, and agricultural experts, began its journey up the Niger in three specially designed iron steamships. The expedition, however, failed disastrously. The Europeans were devastated by illness; of the 145 Europeans on the expedition, 130 fell ill of fever, and 40 died. After establishing only one model farming village, the expedition had to be withdrawn. None the less, despite the failure, a new Christian imperial ideal was defined -that Africa could be redeemed and slavery ended through commerce and Christianity. There would be further expeditions to the Niger in the 1850s, and for many Anglicans a vital purpose of the Empire would be to end slavery. Gladwyn, Anglican Clergy in Australia, pp. 7-20; quotation on p. 16. In India, the CMS and SPG were by the 1870s experiencing difficulties in recruiting male ordained missionaries for the India mission; however, this was more than offset by an in India, and some were critical of their approach. 'It may suggest the idea', observed Alfred Barry in 1895, 'only too congenial to the Hindu mind, that Christianity is only a philosophy to be intellectually learnt, or a morality which can be disassociated from its doctrines'. 35 For many Anglicans, the ideal remained a Christian India.
Missions and Missionary Bishops
In 1854, Bishop Selwyn of New Zealand gave an emotive series of four sermons at Cambridge University on 'The Work of Christ in the World', appealing to university students to offer themselves for service as missionaries or colonial clergy. There could be no higher calling, he proclaimed, than to be a 'soldier of the Cross' and 'to fight manfully under his Lord's banner, and to bear it to the utmost bounds of the habitable globe'. 
